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Joint Statement on Countries Free of Highly Enriched 
Uranium (HEU)	  

 	  
Today, twelve nations agreed upon a joint statement 
marking the elimination of highly enriched uranium from 
within their borders. We welcome this statement and the 
leadership role these nations are playing in a  growing 
global trend away from highly enriched uranium in 
civilian uses.	  
 	  
Statement by Leaders of Chile, Czech Republic, Denmark, 
Georgia, Hungary, Mexico, Republic of Korea, Romania, 

Sweden, Turkey, Ukraine, and Vietnam	  
 	  
Gathered in The Hague on the occasion of the third 
Nuclear Security Summit, leaders of Chile, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Georgia, Hungary, Mexico, Republic 
of Korea, Romania, Sweden, Turkey, Ukraine, and 
Vietnam, wish to highlight the elimination of highly 
enriched uranium (HEU) from within our 
borders.  Noting the extensive security measures and 
significant financial costs associated with the possession of 
this material, and the technology that has been developed 
to fuel research reactors with low enriched uranium (LEU) 
fuel and to conduct the vast majority of experiments and 
to produce isotopes without the use of HEU, the removal 
of HEU from our territories has had clear and tangible 
benefits. 	  
 	  
We express our appreciation to the Russian Federation, 
the United States of America and the International Atomic 
Energy Agency for their assistance in converting research 
reactors from HEU fuel to LEU fuel and in related HEU 
removal efforts.  This material, once removed, shall be 



appropriately secured until ultimately disposed of or 
downblended to LEU and utilized for civilian purposes. 	  
 	  
We, along with Kazakhstan and Singapore, applaud other 
countries that have similarly eliminated HEU and 
encourage all countries to support HEU minimization 
efforts to the greatest extent feasible, including those in a 
position to do so to eliminate all HEU from their 
territories in advance of the fourth Nuclear Security 
Summit to be held in 2016.	  
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